
 

 



Republic of the Philippines                                                                                                                                           

Office of the President                                                                                                                                     

Commission on the Filipino Language 

November 13, 2011                                                                                                                                                                    

75th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Commission on the Filipino Language 

TO ALL CONCERNED: 

In accordance with our 1987 Constitution, we respectfully announce that the official 

name of our National Language is FILIPINO:  

“Article XIV, Sec. 6. The national language of the Philippines is Filipino. As it evolves, it 
shall be further developed and enriched on the basis of existing Philippine and other 
languages.” 

Filipino, as the National Language is enriched by other languages used in the 
Philippines. Tagalog is the nucleus of Filipino. It is also Tagalog that has the most 
contribution to the National Language. It is the native language of the provinces of 
Bulacan, Bataan, Batangas, Cavite, Quezon, and other provinces. 

The citizens of the Philippines are called PILIPINO. It is Filipino when expressed in 
English. The National Language, however, is FILIPINO, be it in the Philippines or in 
other countries.  

Since 1936 efforts have been made to complete the guide for the Filipino Orthography 
or Alphabet. Many policies and guidelines were released by the Commission on the 
Filipino Language. The one considered the simplest, the easiest, and the most 
practical is the Guide to Filipino Orthography released in 2009. 

Our Alphabet is composed of twenty-eight (28) letters in the following order: Aa, Bb, 
Cc, Dd, Ee, Ff, Gg, Hh, Ii, Jj, Kk, Ll, Mm, Nn, Ññ, NGng, Oo, Pp, Qq, Rr, Ss, Tt, Uu, 
Vv, Ww, Xx, Yy, Zz.  The letters Cc, Ff, Jj, Ññ, Qq, Vv, Xx, and Zz were added to the 
original ABAKADA which had only twenty (20) letters. 

The Commission on the Filipino Language was established through Republic Act No. 
7104 and was given the mandate to make, collaborate, and support researches 
towards developing, spreading the use, and the preservation of Filipino and other 
Philippine languages. 

It is hoped that this short document will serve as the key or the door to greater 
understanding and broader knowledge of the Filipino Language. 

For additional information, contact the Bureau of Information and Publication of the 
Commission on the Filipino Language at telephone number 736-2519. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.)  Jose Laderas Santos                   

 Chairman of the Commission 


